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a mom, fearful that dad won’t return their child after a weekend visit

a dad, calling for help in understanding the family court system

parents concerned their child will run away

a child support worker requesting services for a client

another missing children agency asking for our help with one of their callers

Dear Friends & Supporters, 

 

The health and well-being of children is largely determined by the health and well-being of their parents.

 

Recent research and news from Harvard’s Center on the Developing Child, the Aspen Institute, and the Annie

E. Casey Foundation underscore the need for, and value of, early intervention and prevention education for

fragile families. 

 

When parents are in a supportive, responsive relationship they expose their child to good, healthy behavior.

Parents’ strong life skills guide their children to develop the ability to make good decisions, resist peer

pressure, meet deadlines and face adversity in stride. 

 

But when a child’s early experiences are set in a stressful environment of parental conflict, neglect, abduction,

economic hardship, and unpredictability their future is often disrupted by long-term emotional and

behavioral problems.

 

Child Find of America focuses on preventing and resolving the impact of parental conflict on children through

our Parent Help program for families-in-crisis and our Education and Training programs for human service

professionals and educators. 

 

When our telephone rang this year we helped:

 

And the case detailed in this report is not your usual parental abduction—rather it is the grandparents who

have taken off with their own daughter’s children.

 

We also get calls from donors interested in learning more about and supporting our important work for

families and children. We really appreciate those calls!

 

Next year - 2020 - will mark Child Find’s 40th year of bringing kids home and keeping them safe, made

possible because of  your generosity.

 

Thank you for your support and your interest,

Donna Linder

Executive Director



A FAMILY ABDUCTION
 

When Michelle first called Child Find, she was

emotionally exhausted and frustrated over her experience

with law enforcement regarding the abduction of her

sons, David, 8 and Darnell, 4. The boys had been missing

for a month, taken suddenly by their grandparents who

had abandoned their house and pets and were now

somewhere on the road with the boys in a semi-truck used

for the family business. Michelle had been growing more

anxious and desperate by the day as she feared her

parents’ sudden and erratic actions were putting David

and Darnell in harm’s way.

 

Michelle shared with us a painful history leading up to the

abduction. She said that growing up in her parents’ house

had always been difficult, and she had witnessed a lot of

conflict between them. Sometimes things would turn

violent. This had a real impact on Michelle and informed

the way she wanted to raise her children. She had David,

Darnell, and Trisha early in life and raised them on her

own near her parents in Illinois. The children’s father was

incarcerated for life, making finances difficult, so when

Michelle received a job offer in California she jumped at

it. Michelle and  her three children moved to start a new

life, far from and free of the conflict she had grown up

amidst.
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"I thought only strangers kidnapped children"
                                                                      - David, age 8             

 

The day before, Michelle’s father had called Child

Protective Services and falsely claimed that Michelle had

hit her children. Michelle immediately disputed this with

the CPS case worker and within days, Michelle’s father

admitted to making up the charges. The case worker

ordered Michelle’s parents to return the children but they

refused to return the boys, instead bringing Michelle only

her daughter, Trisha. Before Michelle could request legal

assistance in retrieving her sons, she learned that her

parents had taken off with the boys. Their house and two

dogs had been abandoned, and the semi-truck her father

drove for a living was gone.

 

Michelle contacted the police, but was told her sons could

not be considered missing because they were with their

grandparents. She asked the police to press kidnapping

charges, but they deferred to the district attorney. It took

weeks for Michelle to get in contact with the DA's office.

Nearly a month passed before the DA finally informed

Michelle that they were considering pressing charges. At

this time they also told her that she needed to file a

missing person’s report with the police if she wanted help

in locating the boys — a request she had already made to

the police. Michelle was starting to lose hope. That's when

she called Child Find of America. 

                      continued on Page 5

THE  ABDUCTION & THE SEARCH

Unfortunately, Michelle quickly found herself in a

compromised situation: her new job fell through and her

car was stolen. She was offered another position with the

same company, but it would require another move — this

time to Arizona. Michelle took the job and immediately

began looking for housing. Although it was not her ideal

option, she asked for her parents for help with caring for

the children during the transition. They agreed to take the

kids in for a month and Michelle kept in daily contact.

However, when Michelle returned to pick up her children

once she was settled, she was blindsided by a startling

challenge.    

A legacy gift to Child Find of America ensures that
your commitment to and advocacy for missing &
exploited children will continue for years to come.
You can make a meaningful impact today and secure
a safe future for the children & families we serve. 

Create your legacy
today 

for the children of
tomorrow

To discuss your options, we welcome calls to our
Administrative office at (845) 883-6060.



A&B COMPANY

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

Initial reasons our callers 
contacted us

Additional issues we
helped callers with
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Fiscal Year June 1, 2018- May 31, 2019
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Legal  Issues

97

Parental/  Family
Abduct ion

44
32

16
5

Lost  Contact/Other

Runaway

Stranger
Abduct ion

These cases impacted a total of 184 children when
considering the traumatic effects of a missing children
crisis on other children in the home. Left-behind
siblings often must cope with a range of conflicting
feelings like anger, guilt, fear and helplessness. To
learn more, visit:  https://bit.ly/34cCPrV, "What About
Me? Coping with the Abduction of a Brother or Sister"

Callers connect to our location staff, who
coordinate search efforts to find missing,
kidnapped, runaway, and parentally/non-
stranger abducted children.

Callers connect to our caseworkers, who
help defuse the family conflicts that can
lead to child abduction and abuse.

1-800-I-AM-LOST

PARENT HELP
1-800-716-4368

731

2907

CASES

CASEWORKER 
EFFORTS

665 new + 66 continued NEW CASES OF
MISSING CHILDREN

Drug & Alcohol  Abuse

Parent ing Disputes

Domest ic  Violence

Custody Disputes

Visi tat ion

Abduct ion

Family  Issues

Chi ld  Support

Mental  Health  Issues

Court  Orders

Incarcerat ion

Info  & Referra l

Legal  Opt ions

Missing Chi ld(ren)

Visi tat ion

Custody Disputes

Domest ic  Violence

Chi ld  Support

Court  Orders

Chi ld  Protect ive  Services

Co-Parent ing

http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/217714.pdf
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/217714.pdf
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/217714.pdf
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/217714.pdf


EDUCATION & TRAINING
Child Find of America's Education and Training program delivers 
lectures and workshops to human service professionals and 
educators every year to further our mission of preventing and re-
solving the impact of parental conflict on children. Our curriculum
is informed by our casework as well as through the development
of our own staff, who routinely attend  trainings concerning the
latest research on educational techniques and Child Find's
program issues. 
 

This year, we delivered trainings and conducted workshops in
Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Florida, and
Texas, attended by nearly 600 early educators and aligned
professionals. Several of these sessions were our "In Safe Hands"
workshops. Others delved deeper into family conflict and its effect
on child development, incidences of child abuse, runaways,
trafficking, and family abduction.
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Over 500 In Safe Hands tool kits were distributed to this year's workshop attendees to be put to practical use in their
school, Head Start, or child-centric service agency. As a result, we received requests for 125 additional tool kits  which

we shipped to agencies free of charge.

1 TOOLKIT

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF 12,500 KIDS

used by 
2 EDUCATORS

helps an average

This year, we
distributed 

625 TOOLKITS

10 FAMILIES
prevent & resolve
family conflicts

positively
impacting 

20 CHILDREN
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"I don't know why this is so difficult,” she said. “My
parents have no custodial rights to my children!"

For the next 2 months, Child Find worked Michelle’s case

on a daily basis. We first reached out to the district

attorney, seeking clarification on case status. As a result,

charges were filed for parental kidnapping, but no arrest

warrant was issued. Instead, Michelle’s parents were

summoned to appear in court in 3 months for the offense.

We continued to help Michelle seek clarity on law

enforcement’s response through a series of calls and

emails to the town, city, and state police as well as the DA’s

office.  

 
As advocacy efforts with law enforcement were

underway, our location staff issued a missing child poster

for David and Darnell. Since their grandfather was a

trucker by trade, we shared posters of the children and

their grandparents with trucking agencies across the

country. Michelle was not only desperately concerned for

her children, but she was also feeling betrayed by her own

parents. In response, we connected her with TEAM HOPE,

a program for ongoing peer support from parents who are

also dealing with missing child crises. 

While this development was an enormous relief for

Michelle, this situation presented a new challenge: paying

for travel expenses to reunite with her sons in

Washington. However, we coordinated with a program

offered through the National Center for Missing and

Exploited Children and managed to secure Michelle a

flight to Washington for the very next day.

 
Michelle reported that the reunion was wonderful. When

the boys saw her, they initially feared they were being

taken back to live in the truck where their grandparents

had been keeping them. Once Michelle reassured them

that they were in fact going to live with her and Trisha in

their own home, with their own bedrooms, their fear

turned to joy.  

RECOVERY

After the boys returned home, we helped Michelle guide

her children through the healing process. Michelle shared

that her daughter had some difficulties adjusting; she was

happy to see her brothers again, but seemed to be affected

by the sudden changes. We discussed with Michelle the

various ways that abduction can impact a family,

especially left-behind siblings, and shared mental health

resources for the whole family. Michelle said that one of

the first things David shared in a family counseling

session was in reference to his grandpa: “I thought only

strangers kidnapped children.”

 
In her last email, Michelle told us that she is working

securely in her new job and the kids are happy and in

school, where they are receiving additional support from

the school social worker. Michelle ended her email in

gratitude:

Through Michelle’s persistence and in conjunction with our

case work, she was finally assigned a detective dedicated to

her case. Efforts quickly narrowed and intensified once the

officer was able to identify the grandfather’s employer, who

disclosed helpful information. Within 24 hours, the

detective, in coordination with state police, was able to

pinpoint the truck’s location — 2000 miles away in

Washington! Washington state police successfully

intercepted the truck and took David and Darnell into

protective custody, placing them in temporary foster care.

HEALING

“Thank you again for all of your
help and efforts in reuniting my
family. You are amazing and I
hope that you continue to go

above and beyond for the next
person as you did for me!!!”



FINANCIAL REPORT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

STAFF
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finace growth

Elizabeth M. Baker

Arthur H. Finnel

Donna Linder

Dr. Lena Green

Michael C. Titens, Esq.

Karen Kozac Reiter

President

Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary

Co-Founder, Horizon Partners Ventures LLC
Philadelphia, PA

Executive Director, Child Find of America
New Paltz, NY

Partner, Thompson & Knight LLP
Dallas, TX

DSW, LCSW, CLC
New York, NY

Chief Administrative Officer, NYS
Commission on Judicial Conduct

New York, NY

Executive Director

Associate Director

Program Assistants

Program Director

Senior Case Manager

Case Manager

Spanish Intake

Donna Linder

Mark Delluomo

Alivia Messina

Shari D.

Aaron I.

Brian G.

Javier C.

Jamie Sanin

91% OF EXPENSES WERE ALLOCATED TO
PROGRAMMING IN FISCAL YEAR 2019

Revenue

 

Expenses

Contributions - Cash
Contributions - Non-Cash
Estate Bequest
Grants/Contracts
Program Service Revenue
Interest & Dividends
Unrealized Gain on Securities
 

Total Revenue Gains & 
Other Support

Program Services
Supporting Services
Fundraising
 

Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets
Net Assets Beginning of Year
 

Net Assets End of Year

Net Assets

   2019                2018
$330,242                         
         -                              
         -       
$236,457                     
$  17,045                       
$    2,226                     
$    1,929  
 

$587,899

 

$295, 294
$  23, 140
$279,742
$199,703
$    1,071
$    4,956
$       975
 

$804,881

$445,027
$  30,116
$    9,023
 

$484,166

$429,434
$  35,076
$  11,794
 

$476,304

$103,733
$198,296
 
 

$302,029

$328,577
$302,029
 
 

$630,606

Child Find has received an A+ rating
from Charity Watch since 1997

EIN 22-2323336

AUDITED REVENUES & EXPENSES
FISCAL YEARS 06/01/2018 - 05/31/2019
FISCAL YEARS 06/01/2017 - 05/31/2018

Vice President, Global Head of Supply Chain
and Monitoring Analytics, Phillips

Johns Island, SC

President, Vizion Advertising LLC
Woodbury, NY

Eric S. Malter

Child Find's IRS-990 and audited Financial Statements 
are posted on our website: www.childfindofamerica.org



HAVE YOU SEEN THESE
CHILDREN?
Call 1-800-I-AM-LOST

Carolina Kuda Sanchez
Querétaro, Mexico

Samantha Kibalo
Suffern, NY

Brandon Mema

Colorado Springs, CO

Tammy Flores
Victorville, CA

Diego Flores
Victorville, CA

Kimberly Arrington
Montgomery, AL

Christopher Abeyta Brittany Williams

Brooklyn, NY

Deisy Herrera
Richmond, VA Bakersfield, CA

PO Box 277, New Paltz NY 12561-0777
   (845) 883-6060

 
EIN 22-2323336
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